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All Guns Blazing! 
Newsletter of the Naval Wargames Society 

No. 235 – MAY 2014 

 

EDITORIAL 
 
 
Welcome to new Members, Chris Hill, Alan Goodearl, Andrew Toulson and Chris Barrass. I hope you have 
as much enjoyment from NWS Membership as I do. 
 
Recent editions of “Battlefleet” have been of a very high standard and now Dave Manley has taken on the 
production. Well done to him. Keep those articles coming so that standards can be maintained. Articles for 
inclusion in the next edition to Dave Manley in MS Word please. Remember that many hands make light 
work. 
 
Somewhere in the World the sun is over the yardarm. 
 
Norman Bell 
normanpivc@gmail.com  
 
 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 

April/May 2014 

New Zealand 

Some more notes for travellers. 

The North Island 

 

The Navy Museum, Devonport, Auckland is well worth a visit. A short boat trip from the 

Auckland Ferry terminal will give a fine view of the current navy base. The museum itself is 

compact, laid out in historical order and engrossing throughout. A Fleet Air Arm exhibition 

highlights the bravery of the many Kiwis’ in the FAA in WW2. It’s bang up to date with Timor 

and Afghanistan.  For me the highlight was the Maori chief’s cloak given to the captain of HMS 

New Zealand in WW1. He wore it at Jutland, the ship suffered no casualties! The hill above the 

museum takes you up to Fort North Head Reserve. The view of the islands that make up the 

Hauraki Gulf is stunning! The fort itself is superbly preserved, with numerous information boards 

and even film shows of its history, from the Russian scare through to post war preservation.  

Back in Auckland, Mount Victoria (another DoC park) was the centre of Auckland’s defences in 

the 1880’s. Eight inch Armstrong disappearing guns were mounted on both forts. Both have 

superbly preserved examples. All Free!!! The War Memorial museum has two 4 inch guns from 

‘HMS New Zealand’ plus an awesome Maori waka (war canoe). The museum is vast, the top 

floors being devoted to military history.  

 

Moving North to Whangerai, there is another Dept of Conservation reserve, Bream Head, featuring 

the only gun battery built in this harbour in WW2. Following German Q ships and then Japan’s 

entry into WW2, numerous gun batteries and radar stations sprang up around NZ’s major ports. 

Whangerai is the major oil terminal, and so merited its own battery and radar station, now well 

preserved and overlooking the beautiful bay. Also at Bream Head is the HMNZS Puriri memorial 

to the mined minesweeper in 1941, the only warship to have been sunk in NZ waters.  

 

mailto:normanpivc@gmail.com
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Due South of Auckland lies the city of Hamilton, a surprising naval discovery. Miles from the sea, 

yet on the major Waikato River, gunboats were employed during the Maori wars. As early as 1846, 

five years after NZ was proclaimed a colony, it bought its first pair of gunboats, the Koheroa and 

Rangiriri. The remains of the latter can be seen at the Memorial Park. Further proof of gunboat 

wars can be seen nearby at Mercer, where the armoured turret of the Pioneer, the first vessel built 

for the NZ Govt, forms part of the war memorial. She was heavily involved in the third Waikato 

War of 1863-64. Now this would look good in 10 or 15mm!!!! The Maori waka (canoes) would be 

a challenge.....   

 

 South of New Plymouth, Taranaki, lays the Tawhiti Museum. There are two parts to this museum, 

buy tickets for both, and allow 4 hours!!!! The first part highlights the Maori Wars through to life 

in NZ up to the 60’s. The models and life-size figures are hand made by Nigel Ogle who privately 

owns the museum. Superb work via scaling produces the best model displays I’ve ever seen. 

Genuine historical items back up the display. The second part of the museum is titled ‘Traders and 

Whalers’ takes you on a boat ride through a tunnel of life-size characters and scenes from NZ’s 

maritime history in the early 1800’s. Experience seeing naval cannons being used in pa’s (Maori 

forts) to repel rival tribes, waka attacking whalers and traders.  If you are fortunate enough to visit 

NZ, add this museum to your must do’s.  Google it! 

 

The South Island. 

 

Fort Godley Head, Christchurch. Constructed during WW2 to protect Lyttelton, this large coastal 

fortress originally housed three 6” guns in reinforced concrete bunkers. The site is DoC 

maintained, and has suffered from earthquake damage. Also in the harbour itself is the Spar 

Torpedo Boat Museum, housing remains of TB 168 in a powder magazine building. Built in 1883 

to combat the Russian threat, it was one of four based between Auckland, Wellington, Lyttelton 

and Port Chalmers. Combine this with a nearby walk to the small maritime museum with a 

mercantile theme. 

 

Further South is Fort Taiaroa protecting Port Chalmers (Dunedin) from the same Russian threat. 

Now part of an Albatross Sanctuary, the fort is in stunning condition, with the only working 

example of an 1886 6” disappearing gun.  

 

Bluff (Invercargill) has an interesting maritime museum which includes amongst numerous superb 

models, remains of the Leander Class frigate Southland. 

The Chatham Islands has the substantial remains of the Strath class minesweeper Thomas Currell, 

beached at Port Hutt. Surprisingly New Zealand offers more than I expected for naval historians, 

and I’m looking forward to spending time reading the superb books obtained. Gunboats versus 

waka’s! 

 

Next month: Hawaii and San Diego, California, USA.   
   

Changes on the bridge. Dave Manley is returning as editor of Battlefleet, and I extend our 
grateful thanks to Jeff Chorney in Canada for his great work in producing our recent 
editions. 
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The following is an edited version of an article in “Navy News”. (Reporting from the Fleet). 
https://navynews.co.uk/  

The Royal Naval Division was formed upon the outbreak of The Great War from surplus 
sailors. 

After inauspicious beginnings at Antwerp, the sailors-turned-soldiers fought with 
distinction in Gallipoli before being transferred to the Western Front in 1916, where they 
spent the remainder of the war. 

 

The desolation of the Ancre battlefield, where the Royal Naval Division fought in 
November 1916 

The division lost an average of three officers and 53 men every day in November 1916 – 
nearly 4,000 dead and wounded by the month’s end. The division stormed German 
positions at Beaucourt sur l’Ancre, where today an imposing obelisk stands in memory of 
the sailors’ deeds. 

 

A half-demolished farm on the Ancre battlefield 

https://navynews.co.uk/
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MBDA TO DEVELOP FASGW (H)/ANL, NEXT GENERATION ANGLO-FRENCH ANTI-
SHIP MISSILE. (Article from Peter Colbeck.)  
  
  
This new programme will lead to shared centres of excellence between both countries.  
 MBDA welcomes the signature of the Demonstration and Manufacture contract for the  
FASGW(H)/ANL (Future Anti Surface Guided Weapon (Heavy)/ Anti Navire Léger) missile 
on  

Answers to Sea Quiz 31. 
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26th March 2014. This jointly funded Anglo-French contract, valued at more than £500 
million (€600 million) has been awarded to MBDA by the UK DE&S (Defence Equipment 
& Support) on behalf of the French and UK MODs and will be managed as part of 
MBDA’s Team Complex Weapons Portfolio. The work will complete the joint assessment 
and missile design work funded by the two nations in cooperation since 2009.  
  
By working in concert and bringing together their respective strengths, Britain and France 
will not only achieve a more cost effective solution to their military needs, they will also 
help to strengthen MBDA’s position in confronting worldwide competition. Similarly this 
will also benefit the capability and export potential of those European helicopter platforms 
which will integrate the FASGW(H)/ANL system over the coming years.  
  
Antoine Bouvier, CEO of MBDA said: “This programme initiates a new era of cooperation 
that will allow significant efficiencies on future programmes. Instead of combining their 
efforts programme by programme, as has been the case up to now, France and the UK 
will coordinate their development and acquisition approach to eliminate duplication in the 
missile sector. The benefits in terms of competitiveness and performance, which MBDA 
has already demonstrated with its principal cooperative programmes (Aster, Storm 
Shadow/SCALP, Meteor), will accrue in due course to more and more of our French and 
UK products. A decisive step has been made towards the reinforcement and sustainability 
of the missile industry sector in Europe. This development also ensures a long-term 
commitment to our armed forces customers with regard to their security of supply based 
on mutual access to sovereign technologies”.  
  
FASGW(H)/ANL will equip the Royal Navy’s AW159 Lynx Wildcat helicopters and the 
French Navy’s maritime helicopters. Weighing around 100kg, this modern primarily anti-
ship missile will destroy from safe stand-off ranges vessels ranging from FIAC (Fast 
Inshore Attack Craft), through medium sized FAC (Fast Attack Craft) up to large vessels 
such as Corvettes. This missile also has a surface attack capability against coastal and 
land targets. This joint programme will deliver an enhanced capability to replace existing 
and legacy systems such as the UK-developed Sea Skua and the French-developed 
AS15TT anti-ship missiles. It also puts into practice the new cooperative principles agreed 
by France and the UK during the summit meetings held between the countries’ 
governments in November 2010, February 2012 and the Brize Norton summit on the 31st 
January 2014. These principles extend to the creation of Centres of Excellence common 
to the two countries. While optimising operational efficiency at the industrial level, this 
approach will also preserve the technology sovereignty of both countries.  
  
Suitable for both blue water and cluttered littoral operations, FASGW(H)/ANL represents 
a major advance from a technological standpoint. This new system provides very precise 
effects against a wide range of threats, even in complex environments, thus satisfying a 
recognised and common future need. A high speed, two-way data-link communicates the 
images “seen” by the missile’s seeker to the operator, who, in addition to initiating an 
autonomous engagement, can alternatively remain in control of the missile throughout the 
full duration of its flight.  
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Thanks to Ken Ball for bringing this website to my notice. Very interesting. This is Part 1 
and the trailer for Part 2 indicates that it will be worth a look when available.  
 
http://theboardgamingway.com/what-happened-to-the-hood-an-analysis  
 

 

http://theboardgamingway.com/what-happened-to-the-hood-an-analysis
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Salute 2014 Game Report 
By Simon Stokes 

This year’s NWS game at Salute 2014 was a participation game based on the hunt for the SMS Königsberg off the 

coast of east Africa during 1914 and 1915. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The background to the game was that the German light cruiser had started the war by conducting commerce raiding 

and had sunk the British protected cruiser Pegasus, but had sought refuge in the Mangrove swamps in the Rufiji river 

delta while she conducted vital maintenance on her engines.  Whilst holed up in the delta her whereabouts had been 

discovered by the British and our game starts with a single British light cruiser patrolling off the mouth of the delta but 

unable to approach closer than the sand bar at the mouth of the delta.  For a more detailed background to the action 

please refer either to the article I penned for Battlefleet Vol 30 Issue 3 or the recently published book “The Kaiser’s 

Pirates” by Nick Hewitt.  

The game re-created the blockade and cutting out actions mounted by the British to keep Königsberg bottled up in the 

delta whilst they gathered sufficient force to go in and locate and sink her.  One Player took command of the 

Königsberg the others worked together in command of the British forces. 

 
i British biplane spots Konigsberg in the delta. 

The scale used for the naval vessels was 1/1200
th

 and the models were a mixture of Navis and Figurehead.  The 

aircraft were 1/600
th

 scale Tumbling Dice.  All were superbly painted by Rob Hutton.  The scenery consisted of the 

terrain mat we’d used in many previous games and copious amounts of railway modeller’s clump foliage, arranged 

into the shape of the islands in the river delta.  Each tributary of the delta was marked with cards indicating the depth 

of the water in the channel.  The Germans started the game with two cards which they placed face down within the 

delta, one representing the Königsberg the other her tender the Somali.  We made a slight modification on the day by 

introducing a few blanks for the German player to use too. 

The German player also needed to keep careful track of the amount of coal he was using, the number of crew he had 

available and the serviceability of the Königsberg’s weapons, boilers and engines. 

The players took it in turns to draw just one event card each for each week.  If the event required action on the table, or 

one or other player decided to initiate an action with the forces they then had at their disposal, the action was played 
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out using the combat rules.  The players had 36 weeks for either the British to sink the Königsberg or for the 

Königsberg to make her escape. 

We ran the game twice on the day.  There was in fact time to have played out four games, but Salute is used by most 

visitors to the show as a big shopping trip, so many of those who would swing by our table satisfied themselves by 

asking questions about the game took a closer look at the models, a copy of the flyer we provided and then moved on 

to make those all important purchases. 

 

 
 

ii British light cruiser patrolling off the river delta 

 

During the games that we did play, both times the British came out on top, but not without significant losses each time.  

In both games the British were reinforced with shallow draught monitors which they sent into the delta once they had 

located the Königsberg and both times at least one of the monitors was sunk by.  In the first game Königsberg was 

finally hunted down and sunk by the British monitors.  In the second game the Königsberg sank the monitors that had 

been sent in after her and then tried to break out past the patrolling British cruiser but was intercepted and sunk. 

 
 

iii British monitor creeps its way into the delta. 
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Running the game this year were Rob Hutton, Drew Jarman, Dave Sharp and myself.  My thanks to each of them for 

their help, but especially to Rob for the work he did before the show in painting the models.  Regular stalwart Jeff 

Crane was unable to make the show this year due to ill health – get well soon Jeff!  We were also visited by quite a 

number of society members who came along to the show and it was great to catch up and chat. 

 

 
iv Konigsberg makes a run for it 

 

The plan is to bring the game along to the NWS wargames weekend in June down in Gosport, so if you’re going along 

to the weekend why not give the game a go yourself. 

Finally we were visited on the day by the beasts of war people so if you want a laugh at my stilted attempts to explain 

the game on camera you can visit their internet channel: 

http://www.beastsofwar.com/events/tour-part-1/ 
 
D-Day 70th anniversary commemorations   
 

On 6 June this year the United Kingdom, along with its friends and allies, will 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the D-Day landings. 
 

  
Troops of 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade disembarking with bicycles from landing craft onto Nan White beach on 6 June 
1944   
[Picture: Imperial War Museum A 23938]   

The largest amphibious landing the world had ever seen was crucial to the allied victory in Europe in 1945 
and will be commemorated on both sides of the English Channel.  

http://www.beastsofwar.com/events/tour-part-1/
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In France, there will be 3 main events on 6 June. These are: 

 an international ceremony, organised by the French government, on Sword Beach attended by 
heads of state; a number of veterans will also be invited to attend  

 a United Kingdom-France service of remembrance at Bayeux Cathedral, followed by a special 
event at the Bayeux Commonwealth War Graves Commission Cemetery  

 a service organised by the local community and the Normandy Veterans Association at 
Arromanches 

  
Men of 22nd Independent Parachute Company being briefed for the invasion   

[Picture: Imperial War Museum H 39089]   

Veterans wishing to return to Normandy in June have been able to apply for financial support from the Big 
Lottery Fund, which has extended its Heroes Return 2 scheme until December 2015. 

  
Parachutes and Horsa gliders in Normandy on D-Day    

[Picture: Imperial War Museum CL 59]   

Portsmouth will be the main focus of commemorative activities in the UK. Portsmouth is one of the key 
strategic locations along the south coast where tens of thousands of allied servicemen left for Normandy 
and the city council is organising an impressive line-up of events and activities, with the focus being on 5 
June. 

 

‘The Social History of English Seamen 1485-1649’ 

 

Edited by Cheryl Fury 2013. 360pp, Boydell Press.  

 

Hm? I encountered a short note on this book, which is edited by a Canadian 

Professor of History, in a magazine on medieval war. The ten chapters, and I 

pursued and only had a brief chance to examine a review copy destined for someone 
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else, look at the men who made a living from the sea as merchants, pirates, 

smugglers, fishermen, and all four at once often enough.  There are some interesting 

chapters, one on the seamen of the ‘Mary Rose, for instance, and another on piracy 

in Stuart times. But on the whole the book deals with exactly what it says on the 

cover…’social history’.  

Yes, there are notes and comments which impinge upon the naval world, but these 

are on the whole secondary to a much broader social approach to less than two 

hundred years of history, but two hundred years which did see massive change in the 

role of the sea and man. Religion, health and the women left behind are dealt with, 

but warfare barely merits discussion except as a tangential point here and there.  

The Editor is a member of the ‘Northern Mariner’ journal board, and I must say that 

the rare issues of that publication I’ve had opportunity to read have been all too 

often far from the sound of gunfire. 

Not a book I’d buy. Or recommend, unless you happen to be writing a thesis on 

English piracy. 

3/10 for this one. 

 

Rob Morgan. 

 

April 2014 
 
Just a bit more on Ships’ names: 
 

This Summer, the Royal Navy’s new Aircraft Carrier will be named. At 65,000 tons, the new HMS Queen 

Elizabeth will be the powerful surface warship ever constructed in the UK. With an expected service life of 

up to 50 years. 

 
 

 
 

Mock up of how the new HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH will look departing HM NAVAL BASE PORTSMOUTH. 

 

 

 



 22 

There has only been one previous HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

HMS Queen Elizabeth  
 

Type: Battleship Class: Queen Elizabeth 

Builder: Portsmouth 

Dockyard 

Portsmouth, 

England  

Pennant Number:  00 

Ordered: 1912 Launched: October 16, 1913  

Keel Laid:  October 27, 1912 Commissioned: January 19, 1915  

Main Armament                 

 

Fate: 

8 x 15 inch guns capable of firing a 1,920 lb armour piercing shell 29,000 yards 

 

Sold March 19th 1948 to Arnott Young and scrapped in Dalmuir, Scotland 

 
 

 

  

 
 

More than 20 ships in Britain’s Navy have carried the name “Elizabeth”, going all the way back to the 

namesake monarch and battle honours beginning with the defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588. Only one 

previous warship has been named Queen Elizabeth. She proved to be one of the great names of the 20th 

Century Royal Navy. The class was the apotheosis of pre-World War 1 battleship design, the first oil-

powered capital ships in the Royal Navy, and the first equipped with the 15inch gun, capable of hurling a 

shell weighing nearly one ton just short of 20 miles.  

Joining the Fleet in 1915, Queen Elizabeth was sent to the Dardanelles to support the ill-fated Gallipoli 

campaign before being returned to the Grand Fleet at Scapa Flow. She missed the titanic clash of 

dreadnoughts at Jutland because she was being refitted (four of her sisters all saw action that day) but she 

did witness the capitulation of the German Navy.  
 

As the flagship of the Grand Fleet in November 1918, it was here that the armistice terms were dictated, to 

the leaders of the High Seas Fleet, by Admiral Beatty, Britain’s most famous admiral of the day. The ship 

spent much of the period between the wars in the Mediterranean before undergoing a massive rebuilding 

programme in Portsmouth on the eve of WW2. The work was finished in Rosyth to escape German 

bombing of the Hampshire naval base. Once the overhaul was completed, the battleship was dispatched to 

the Mediterranean, where she supported convoys to Malta and the evacuation of Crete. She was damaged 

by an Italian human torpedo in Alexandria harbour. The damage caused meant she was out of action for 18 

months. When she returned to service, she was sent to the Far East to support operations off Burma, the 

Malay peninsula, before returning to home waters just before the war’s end. 
 

MAY 8th 2014.  

A Russian aircraft carrier and a nuclear-powered battle cruiser have passed through the English 
Channel - escorted by a British warship. The seven-strong naval task group was led by the 
Admiral Kuznetsov, Russia's largest warship. Although the ships did not enter UK territorial 
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waters, their movements were tracked by the Royal Navy destroyer HMS Dragon - the duty fleet-
ready escort vessel - which was dispatched from Portsmouth. The ships are believed to be 
returning to the Baltic after manoeuvers in the Mediterranean. They are headed for a naval base 
in Severomorsk in the north-west of Russia. 
 

 

 
 

ADMIRAL KUZNETSOV, JEWEL OF THE RUSSIAN FLEET 

Speed: 29 knots (33mph) Max range: 8,500 nautical miles Crew: 1,690 
Weight: 43,000 tons Length: 305m Launched: 1985 

Weapons: 
  8 x 30mm AK-630 anti-aircraft guns 
  8 x 9K22 Tunguska anti-air missiles 
  8 x GSh-30K six-barrel gatling guns 
12 x P-700 Granit anti-ship missiles 
18 x 8-cell Tor surface-to-air missile batteries 
60 x RBU-12000 UDAV-1 anti-submarine missiles 
14 x Sukhoi Su-33 fighter jets, capable of travelling 3,000km at Mach 2 
  4 x Sukhoi Su-25 fighter jets, capable of 750km at Mach 0.8 
17 x Kamov Ka-27 anti-sub helicopters, with miniguns and torpedoes 

HMS DRAGON, ROYAL NAVY'S HIGH-TECH NEWCOMER 

Speed: 29 knots (33mph) Max range: 7,000 nautical miles Crew: 190 
Weight: 8,000 tons Length: 152m Launched: 2008 

Weapons: 
  2 x 30mm Oerlikon anti-aircraft guns 
48 x Aster 15/30 anti-air missiles 
  8 x Harpoon anti-ship missiles 
  1 x 4.5inch Mark 8 general use naval gun 
  2 x Phalanx anti-missile guns 
  6 x General use machine guns 
  4 x Westland Lynx multi-purpose helicopters 
  1 x Westland Merlin transport/anti-submarine helicopter 
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SIGNAL PAD! 
 

Naval Wargames Weekend, 2014 

 

The Naval Wargames Society and the Explosion Museum of Naval Firepower are holding the fourth 

weekend of naval wargaming at the museum in Gosport over the weekend of June 21
st
 and 22

nd
 2014. The 

emphasis of the event is on games and getting together, and a high standard has been set in previous 

years. Volunteers run games at the event.  Plenty of space and tables are available and there should be 

room for upwards of ten tables available of varying sizes. Space is available in the museum grounds for 

camping over the weekend.  

 

The aim of the event is to provide a forum where naval (and other) gamers can come together to run and/or 

play in each others' games. Games can be as long or as short as you like, with a few participation games so 

that members of the public can join in too.  

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Naval Wargames Society will be held on Saturday late afternoon at the 

Explosion Museum.  Previous experience leads me to say that it should not be too long or arduous. It is your 

chance to have your say on any matter. 

 

Contact details for the Explosion Museum are as follows:  

 

Explosion! Museum of Naval Firepower 

Heritage Way 
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Priddy's Hard  

Gosport  

Hampshire  

PO12 4LE  

United Kingdom  

 

Telephone: 023 9250 5600  

Fax: 023 9250 5605  

Mobile: 077 8741 5382 

  
 
 
Coming in June’s All Guns Blazing:  
Modern Soviet AGIs in 1/1200

th
 scale; Ticonderoga Class cruisers; the Christmas Convoy 1811; 

Ekranoplan; the Last Ride of the Yamato; Archer and her pink sister ship. Phew! Will there be room for a 
game report on “Mers-el-Kebir?” Possibly not. 
 

 
 

 
JOINING THE NAVAL WARGAMES SOCIETY 

  
If you have been lent this newsletter and would like to join the Naval Wargames Society, please follow this 
link to join our Society: 

www.navalwargamessociety.org.   
Membership secretary: simonjohnstokes@aol.com  

 

 

NWS Events and Regional Contacts, 2014 

NWS Northern Fleet – Falkirk East Central Scotland 
Kenny Thomson, 12 Craigs Way, Rumford Grange, Rumford, Stirlingshire, FK2 0EU 

 Tel: 01324 714248  
e-mail: kenny.thomson@hotmail.com   - Website: http://falkirkwargamesclub.org.uk/ 

 
Falkirk Wargames Club meets each Monday night at 7pm with a variety of games running each 
evening. Naval games are popular with 2 or 3 run each month. Campaign games sometimes 
feature in our monthly weekend sessions. Games tend to be organised week to week making a 3-
month forecast here a waste of time. Please get in touch if you’d like to come along. 

 Popular periods – Modern (Shipwreck), WW1 and 2 (GQ), WW2 Coastal (Action Stations), and 
Pre-dreadnought (P Dunn’s rules) 

 

NWS North Hants [Every 3rd Sunday] 
Jeff Crane 31 Park Gardens, Black Dam, Basingstoke, Hants, 01256 427906  

e-mail: gf.crane@ntlworld.com  

 

 

http://www.navalwargamessociety.org/
mailto:simonjohnstokes@aol.com
mailto:kenny.thomson@hotmail.com
http://falkirkwargamesclub.org.uk/
mailto:gf.crane@ntlworld.com

