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EDITORIAL 
 
 

 

 
 

HMS Ambush, the Royal Navy's newest attack submarine, recently marked a first when it 
hosted six students from the UK's Submarine Command Course. 

  
The students, who are at the start of their five-month intensive training, are the first to 
undertake the entire course on board one of the navy’s new Astute Class submarines.  

Welcome to new member Philip Beeley. Hopefully the beginning of many 
years of enjoyment. 
 
By the time you read these words some of you will have been to “Salute” 
at the Excel Centre, Canary Wharf. Thank you Simon for again taking the 
lead and running the NWS Game. No doubt you had some helpers whose 
names I am currently unaware of; well done to you all. 
 
Try and get to the Explosion Museum in July; two days of wargames and 
a chat with some old friends – or make some new friends. 
 
Somewhere in the World, the sun is over the yardarm. 
 
Norman Bell 

http://defenceintranet.diif.r.mil.uk/Organisations/Orgs/Navy/News/BySubject/NorthNews/Image Library/20150122-04.15-HMS Ambush Perisher1.JPG


 2 

The Command Course, also known as “Perisher” because of its challenging nature, is 
one of the most intense military training and assessment courses in the world.  Only 70 
percent of the officers undertaking Perisher succeed, while those who fail can never serve 
on board submarines again. On Friday, January 16th, HMS Ambush invited the students, 
and “Teacher” as the course leader is called, Commander Irvine Lindsay, for a 
familiarisation visit ahead of the start of the course. Welcoming them was Commander 
Justin Codd, the Commanding Officer of HMS Ambush. The Astute Class represent the 
future of the Royal Navy submarine service, so it is vital that those who wish to become 
submarine commanders are fully familiar with the vessels. While parts of previous 
courses have been undertaken on board an A-Boat, this will be the first time the entire 
course has been run on an Astute Class submarine. 

Of the six students, four are from the Royal Navy, one from the US Navy and one from 
the French Maritime Nationale.  Sailors from allied navies have been involved in Perisher 
from the time of the Second World War onwards, reflecting the high-regard in which the 
course is held internationally.  

As well as becoming familiar with the Royal Navy’s newest attack submarine, the 
students also had an opportunity to tour the oldest in order to fully appreciate how much 
things have changed.  Teacher organised for the group to attend the Royal Navy 
Submarine Museum in Gosport where they visited “Holland 1” the first submarine 
commissioned by the navy back in 1901. The UK Submarine Command Course is in four 
phases, mixing practice ashore on high-tech simulators with practical experience at sea 
on board submarines.  At the end of the course the students are put through their paces 
at sea during realistic exercises designed to test them to the very limit.   

 
May 1942. Battle of the Coral Sea. 
 
 
 

 
 

Shoho after U.S. attack on May 7 1942. 
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By 1130 the entire vessel was damaged by bombs, torpedoes, and exploding aircraft, 
records Shoho’s war diary. A minute later, Shoho skipper, Capt. Ishinosuke Izawa orders 
his men to abandon ship, and he and 201 other Shoho sailors survive to be picked up by 
the destroyer Sazanami. 
 
Shoho, “Auspicious Phoenix”, was converted from a submarine depot ship into a carrier. 
The very first attack by American aircraft on an enemy aircraft carrier has been a 
smashing success but on Lexington and Yorktown approx 160 miles south-eastward no 
one can make sense of the aviators’ radio transmissions, until Lt. Cdr. Robert E. 
Dixon, Lexington’s second SBD leader, whoops clearly and loudly: “Scratch one flattop! 
Dixon to carrier, scratch one flattop!”  
 
Some of you may have the “Coral Sea” expansion to Avalon Hill’s “Midway” or Avalanche 
Press’s “Coral Sea”, the introductory level boxed game for their Second World War at 
Sea series of games. If so, why not write an after action report or a review for AGB or 
Battlefleet? The Avalanche Press Web Site includes a four part write up about the Coral 
Sea battle by award winning journalist, David H Lippman, which I enjoyed and recommend. 
http://www.avalanchepress.com/gameCoralSea.php 

 
 
 

 
Yamato running trials, 30 October 1941. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.avalanchepress.com/gameCoralSea.php
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As usual the sea quiz comes curtesy of Rob Morgan. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 5 

 
 

The following article from “The Mariner’s Mirror” January 2015, is from Rob Morgan. 
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Come on you other members! Don’t let Rob Morgan do more than his fair share month 
after month. 
 
Black and white photographs of ships with dazzle camouflage make it easy for us to miss 
the fact that colour played a part in the details behind the whole idea. The Imperial War 
Museum has a collection of original colourful models which were viewed through 
periscopes when testing of different paint schemes were investigated.  
 
The BBC’s “I wonder” web pages include several covering different aspects of The Great 
War. Here is a cut and paste extract: 

Painting the fleet 
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Norman Wilkinson’s Dazzle Section developed hundreds of camouflage schemes, for 
large ships and small. Each side of a ship had a different pattern. One vessel was the 
enormous Olympic – sister ship of the Titanic. Olympic became a troop ship during WW1 
and was repainted in dazzle. She shows some of the techniques used by dazzle 
designers. Bold shapes at the bow and stern break up the form of the vessel. Angled lines 
suggest the distinctive smokestacks could be leaning in another direction. And curves on 
the hull could be mistaken for the shape of the ‘bow wave’ – created by water at the front 
of a fast-moving ship. 

The Admiralty experimented with various camouflage ideas during WW1. They had 
considered similar proposals by US artist Abbot H Thayer and the Scottish zoologist John 
Graham Kerr. However, it was Wilkinson’s scheme that won them over. After the war the 
Royal Commission on Awards to Inventors awarded him £2000 and recognised him as 
the creator of dazzle. 
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Top: Original WW1 ship models painted to test dazzle camouflage schemes (© IWM). 
Bottom: The Royal Academy of Arts Dazzle Section at work in Burlington House in 1917.  

 
 

WW1 ship painted in dazzle camouflage. I wonder what the colours actually were. 
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Following on to the article in April’s AGB:- 

 

Mick Yarrow 1/3000th US Fleet Train. 

 

This second group of nine models all priced at 80p each is now available, and very 

much worth a look at. Added to the previous eight models this provides a substantial 

opportunity to create a reasonably priced Pacific War support group for island 

campaigns, and especially for Kamikaze actions. 

The models are….. 

3344a USS Wright…Balloon ship (with balloon on deck) served latterly as San 

Clemente- see 3348. 

3346 USS Hammondsport … One of 3 Aviation Transports converted in 1941. With 

two aircraft on deck. 

3347 USS Laramie Class Oiler, one of three small WWII oilers. 

3348 USS San Clemente…in the mode of seaplane tender late Pacific War period. 

3349. USS Samaritan. Hospital ship. Unusual this. 

3350. USS Artemis. Attack Transport. Useful small model. One of about 30 built in 

1944. Ubiquitous! 

3351. USS Cascade. Destroyer Tender. A large model, and looking at the model and 

a photo I found, rather ‘bare-decked’ for her type. 

3360. Liberty Ship. This has some aircraft fuselages stacked on deck. Looks good. 

3361. USS Zaniah. Repair and Supply ship. A small model, of a rare vessel. 

These are as usual, not super-detailed, but very decently priced metal wargames 

models of unusual and useful types. 

Recommended. 

 

Rob Morgan. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Pen & Sword. 

 

The new catalogue…’NAVAL 2015’ has arrived from this company. I suspect most 

readers know them already, but this item has a substantial number of very useful 

books which don’t turn up all that often. I liked the look of several titles, including 

John Asmussen’s two volume work on ‘German Naval Camouflage’ at £28 a 

volume or £52 for both. Their ‘Shipcraft’ offers are good too, dealing with classes of 

warship, ‘Kongo’, Fletcher’ and ‘Essex’ classes at £12 each. There are about 200+ 

titles on offer, discounted, and in hardback generally, plenty dealing with the age of 

sail and indeed before that… I have seen Henderson’s ‘Frigates, Sloops and Brigs’ 
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dealing with the smaller ships of Nelson’s navy, and at £12.50 this now a single 

volume is well worth it! 

The new ‘Medieval Maritime Warfare’ title by Charles Stanton is one I’ve sent off 

for, and may actually get around to reviewing. There’s a competition too… to win a 

copy of Susan Rose’s excellent ‘England’s Medieval Navy 1066-1509’. All you 

have to do is answer a single question… “What was Admiral Nelson’s ship called?’ 

and send it in. If you have been following the Sea Quiz in these splendid columns 

over the past year or two, I suspect you might find the answer lurking in the little 

grey cells somewhere! 

www.pen-and-sword.co.uk 

 

Rob Morgan. 
 
 
 

SIGNAL PAD! 
 

 Naval Wargames Show 2015 
  
The 2015 Naval Wargames Show will be held at the Explosion! Museum of 
Naval Firepower, Gosport, Hampshire on July 11th and 12th 2015. Now in its 
5th year the show currently features ten games from ancients to WW2 and 
beyond. There are spaces available for additional games on both days so if 
you'd like to put on a game at the show please let me know. 
  
Admission to the show is free. Admission to the rest of the museum is at 
normal rates. 
  
We look forward to seeing you in Gosport in the summer! 
 

David Manley. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pen-and-sword.co.uk/
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More from Rob Morgan. 
 
The excellent arms and militaria newsletter 'Basiliscoe Mercury' brings a report (late April) 
of the confirmed discovery of three Royal Navy shipwrecks off the island of Saaremaa, in 
Estonia. The Light Cruiser HMS Cassandra, and the Flower Class sloops HMS's Myrtle 
and Gentian were sunk in 1918-1919 by mines while in action with Admiral Sinclair's 22 
ship Squadron opposing the new Soviet navy. Not a campaign often gamed, apart from 
the little CMB actions of course. 
 
There is, apparently, a British naval graveyard in Tallinn, the Estonian capital. 
 
 
 
The SNR's 'Topmasts' quarterly newsletter's arrived. In it a comment on the Battles of 
Coronel and the Falklands in the Great War. The note contains this..... 
 
'In 1927, a film was made of the two battles, and the British Film Institute 
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has recently re-mastered and re-issued the film in DVD form', to commemorate the 
centenary, obviously. I haven't encountered it yet, but it may crop up soon, worth looking 
out for. 
 
There's a small conference in Exeter Museum on 4th and 5th July, entitled 'Heraldry and 
Piracy in an age of Chivalry'. No price stated, so it may be free....it's dealing with conflict 
at sea in the Middle Ages. Interesting, about twenty years ago, perhaps longer I was 
always looked down on for my love of Cogs and Carracks, by my colleagues in the grey 
'Dreadnought' brigade, now it’s us medievalists who have appeared (yet again) front and 
centre in naval history! 
 
Details of the conference from n.ramsay@ucl.ac.uk 
 
I notice that the Society for Nautical Research (South) is off across the Channel in a trip 
between 21-25 September this year, under the banner 'The Royal Navy: The French 
Connection '. Lots of visits to lots of places, from Normandy to the Cockleshell Heroes 
raid. Bit pricey for me, at £475, unless the Premium Bonds come up! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:n.ramsay@ucl.ac.uk
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JOINING THE NAVAL WARGAMES SOCIETY 

  
If you have been lent this newsletter and would like to join the Naval Wargames Society, please follow this 
link to join our Society: 

www.navalwargamessociety.org.   
Membership secretary: simonjohnstokes@aol.com  

 

 
 

NWS Events and Regional Contacts, 2014 

NWS Northern Fleet – Falkirk East Central Scotland 
Kenny Thomson, 12 Craigs Way, Rumford Grange, Rumford, Stirlingshire, FK2 0EU 

 Tel: 01324 714248  
e-mail: kenny.thomson@hotmail.com   - Website: http://falkirkwargamesclub.org.uk/ 

 
Falkirk Wargames Club meets each Monday night at 7pm with a variety of games running each 
evening. Naval games are popular with 2 or 3 run each month. Campaign games sometimes 
feature in our monthly weekend sessions. Games tend to be organised week to week making a 
3-month forecast here a waste of time. Please get in touch if you’d like to come along. 
 Popular periods – Modern (Shipwreck), WW1 and 2 (GQ), WW2 Coastal (Action Stations), 

and Pre-dreadnought (P Dunn’s rules) 

 

Devon and the West Country 
Naval Wargames afternoon/evening/all day on a regular basis. 

Contact Stuart Barnes Watson to arrange the details. 
stuart_barnes_watson@hotmail.com 

3 Clovelly Apartments, Oxford Park, Ilfracombe, DEVON, EX34 9JS 
Tel: 01271 866637 

 
 

http://www.navalwargamessociety.org/
mailto:simonjohnstokes@aol.com
mailto:kenny.thomson@hotmail.com
http://falkirkwargamesclub.org.uk/
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