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We've now been confirmed a table at Salute 2017 (22nd April), looks like there's still 
going to be a couple of slots left for free entry into the show for NWS members so please 
drop me a line if you want to come along and help out running the game. The game, in 
keeping with the show theme this year of the Russian Revolution, is a river gunboat 
participation game based on actions that took place on the Dvina in North Russia in 1919. 
 
Thanks 
Simon Stokes 
simonjohnstokes@aol.com 
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Urban myth or did it really happen? A Stoker on HMS LION had his leg blown off at Jutland. 
In the sick bay, despite his pain, he demanded that his lost leg be brought to him. When it 
was, he recovered a roll of bank notes that were tucked in his sock. 
 
 

“Overlord 2017”. Abingdon Wargames Club presents its 20th Annual 
show, Sunday 5th March 2017. Fitzharry’s School, Northcourt Road, 
Abingdon, Berkshire, OX14 1NP. £3 Adults, £1 children.  
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An F/A-18E Super Hornet assigned to the Gunslingers of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 105 launches from the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69). The Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group, is 
conducting naval operations in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations in 
support of U.S. national security interests in Europe. U.S. Navy photo by 
Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Nathan T. Beard (Released) 
161224-N-QI061-033 
 
 

 
 

1942. A Douglas SBD-5 Dauntless of VB-16 preparing to launch from USS Lexington, on 
a strike in the Central Pacific. 
 
 

Naval Wargames Weekend 2017 
 
This event will be taking place in 2017 on the 8th & 9th of July from 10 am to 
5 pm. The venue will be the same as usual, the Conference Room at 
Explosion! Museum in Gosport. 
 
Unfortunately, this year the museum are not willing to host us for nothing so 
there will be an entry fee. This will be £5 for one day or £7.50 for both. 
 



 4 

In return for this, not only do you get two days of naval wargaming, but free 
entry to the museum (normally £11). We are also planning, thanks to Nick 
Hewitt, to have a guided tour of the reserve collection (2 buildings not 
normally open to the public) on each afternoon. 
 
Could anyone wishing/willing to put on a game for the weekend please send 
details (nature of game, space required, which day(s)) to Dave Sharp  
(dave(underscore)sharp(at) talktalk(dot)net).  
  
 

 
SMS BLUCHER rolls over.  

 

 
 

Left to Right: Derfflinger, Moltke and Seydlitz. 

Pictures from Wikipedia.  

 

 

24th January 1915 saw a clash of Battle-cruisers near the Dogger Bank in the North 

Sea. Code breaking and intelligence meant that the RN sprung a trap and were 

waiting with superior forces. Poor signals between the Royal Navy ships on the day, 

allowed a possible major victory to slip away.  
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Scout Bomber Douglas (SBD DAUNTLESS) 

 
Best of luck. 

Rob Morgan 
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Submarine Models. 
 
I was writing up a note on the wargames behind Len Deighton's 1970's Cold 
War under the sea novel 'Spy Story', which has some exceptional chapter 
headings, the best of all being.... 
 
"ALL TIME IS GAME TIME" 
 
Brilliant, eh? If you don't know the book, it's worth reading. Well, it's not as though the 
Cold War ever ended, is it? So, I was looking for a photo or two to back the note up, and 
my eye fell on this group. 
 
I bought a pack of plastic subs, you can't call them waterline, in the 'Pound Shop', 12 in 
all, 4 of 3 types (anyone got any suggestions as to what they are?) The models come in  
three parts, hull, sail and a tiny propeller, which I lost en masse at the start! Each is 
approximately 30-35mm long, and looks well enough for the purposes of a wargame. 
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But then I've never wargamed with subs in the 'deep Arctic' way, but it does 
have some appeal the idea of a vast table with only the North Cape in a corner,  
and a load of pack ice. 
 
The big Typhoon, about six inches long in 1/1200th is my pride and joy, but 
I've no idea what to do with it on a table top! 
 
 
Rob Morgan. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

It would have been better if I had included the following Quiz from Rob in 

December’s AGB: 

 

Christmas Sea Quiz…… 

The splendid journal ‘The Navy’ rarely hung up the tinsel for a Bumper Xmas 

Edition, sad to say, but things were a bit different in the 1950’s, memories of 

rationing and a lack of central heating probably! 

Still, back in those days,’ I saw three ships’ could have referred to a decent sized RN 

Flotilla. A few grumbles arose concerning the answer to question 10, as you may 

guess (of you know the answer) and there were a few more about the use of the term 
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‘loyal’ in question 2 as well! By the way, does anyone know if there’s a tradition of 

Christmas trees aboard warships? 

Compliments of the Season, and off we go….. 

 

Rob Morgan. 

 

Ding! Dong! How many Bells was that??? 

 

1. What’s the earliest naval victory recorded in the Dartmouth RN College 

Gunroom? 

2. The Royal Marines only battle honour? 

3. Name Benbow’s three loyal warships off Santa Marta in 1702. 

4. What was the ‘Moonlight Battle’? 

5. Stayner’s Flagship ‘Speaker’ was renamed as what? 

6. What was her eventual fate? 

7. Who commanded HMS Glatton at Copenhagen 1801? 

8. Nelson’s only 50 gun ship at The Nile 1798? 

9. According to the Royal Proclamation of 1677, what was the minimum age 

required for appointment as a Naval Lieutenant?  

10. What (unfortunate) ‘distinction’ did Lord Dartmouth attain in 1688? 

You do not have to wait to next month for the Answers as they are below. 

 

                                  ************************** 
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Three carronades, Pendennis Castle, Falmouth. 
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Christmas Sea Quiz Answers….. 

 

Here they are, no real surprises, but Dartmouth’s unfortunate ‘distinction’ 

caused some discontent, and a brief dialogue on the subject of what a 

‘distinction’ meant in naval terms. Ho hum. Mind you I thought loyal as a 

term was self-evident, if you refuse to fight or avoid action that’s usually 

referred to by another critical term. Anyway…….. 

 

1. Alfred’s sea fight ‘THE DANES-897AD’. 

2. Gibraltar 1704. Of course! 

3. HMS’s Breda, Ruby and Falmouth remained with Benbow. 

4. The Battle off Cape St. Vincent. January 8th 1780. 

5. After the Restoration ‘Speaker’ became ‘Mary’. 

6. ‘Mary’ foundered in the Great Storm of 1703. 

7. It was William Bligh, formerly of the ‘Bounty.’ 

8. HMS Leander.50. 

9. Twenty years of age to become a Lieutenant. 

10.  Dartmouth was, ‘The last naval commander to fail to prevent a seaborne 

invasion of Britain.’ (OK…’The Navy’s exact words, so discuss as you 

wish!) 

No prizes unfortunately, owing to defence cutbacks, but pour yourself a tot, a large 

one, if you got more than six right. 

 

Rob Morgan. 
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Cold War Warriors. HMS RYHL overflown by Vulcan Bombers. 



 16 

 

I came upon the above photograph by chance when looking for info on HMS ROTHESAY 
and I thought that there cannot be many pictures of four Vulcans in formation. HMS RYHL 
was a Type 12 Frigate, forerunner of the Leander Class. Type 12 Frigates, HMS 
PLYMOUTH and HMS YARMOUTH served as the oldest frigates in the Falklands War 
task force. On 25 May 1982, YARMOUTH attacked and destroyed an Argentine A-4C 
aircraft, and was involved in rescue/salvage attempts for Falklands casualties 
SHEFFIELD, ARDENT, and GLAMORGAN, as well as providing gunfire support for the 
final assault on Port Stanley; PLYMOUTH was hit by four bombs (three of which failed to 
explode) but shot down two Argentine Mirage jets.  
 

 
 

 
JOINING THE NAVAL WARGAMES SOCIETY 

  
If you have been lent this newsletter and would like to join the Naval Wargames Society, please follow this 
link to join our Society: 

www.navalwargamessociety.org.   
Membership secretary: simonjohnstokes@aol.com  

 

 
 

NWS Events and Regional Contacts, 2014 

NWS Northern Fleet – Falkirk East Central Scotland 
Kenny Thomson, 12 Craigs Way, Rumford Grange, Rumford, Stirlingshire, FK2 0EU 

 Tel: 01324 714248  
e-mail: kenny.thomson@hotmail.com   - Website: http://falkirkwargamesclub.org.uk/ 

 
Falkirk Wargames Club meets each Monday night at 7pm with a variety of games running each 
evening. Naval games are popular with 2 or 3 run each month. Campaign games sometimes 
feature in our monthly weekend sessions. Games tend to be organised week to week making a 
3-month forecast here a waste of time. Please get in touch if you’d like to come along. 

 Popular periods – Modern (Shipwreck), WW1 and 2 (GQ), WW2 Coastal (Action Stations), 
and Pre-dreadnought (P Dunn’s rules) 

 

Devon and the West Country 
Naval Wargames afternoon/evening/all day on a regular basis. 

Contact Stuart Barnes Watson to arrange the details. 
stuart_barnes_watson@hotmail.com 

3 Clovelly Apartments, Oxford Park, Ilfracombe, DEVON, EX34 9JS 
Tel: 01271 866637 
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